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Berlin View on 20th Century
Berlin begins by highlighting the different tyrants who have destroyed human lives throughout human history. People like Attila, Genghis Khan, Hitler and Pol Pot are some of those who inflicted preventable human loss, according to Isaiah Berlin. He goes on to note that those wicked deeds were all largely influenced by one particular idea. This is the idea that perfection can be reached. Using historical evidence, Berlin shows how many different tyrants have committed evil deeds with the hope of reaching a perfection that simply does not exist. It is an interesting view to me because he addresses a major factor which has been experienced across centuries. Men follow the ideas, words and writings of those who appear sure that they know perfection can be reached. 
This societal belief led to millions of Germans being convinced by Hitler that if killing millions of Jews was the way to achieve perfection, then it was acceptable to do so. This is a scenario that has repeated itself for centuries including the times of Attila the Hun, Napoleon and Stalin among many others. I feel that the view held by Berlin accurately describes how human society has always existed. “There are men who will kill and maim with a tranquil conscience under the influence of the words and writings of some of those who are certain that they know perfection can be reached.” Some people take it upon themselves to tell others what they think perfection should look like, and then others engage in actions which are meant to bring about that expected perfection. Those who create the ideas are usually few and can lead millions of people into believing them. Those who fight to ensure perfection are many more than the leaders but are unable to see that there is no single true answer to questions of human life.
